In August 2011, 300 Environment Canada scientists and staff working on environmental monitoring and protection learned that their jobs would be terminated, and an additional 400-plus Environment Canada employees received notice that their positions were targeted for elimination. These notices received widespread coverage in the Canadian media and international attention in Nature News. Environment Canada is a government agency responsible for meteorological services as well as environmental research.
We are concerned that research and observations related to ozone depletion, tropospheric pollution, and atmospheric transport of toxic chemicals in the northern latitudes may be seriously imperiled by the budget cuts that led to these job terminations. Further, we raise the questions being asked by the international community, scientists, and policy makers alike: First, will Canada be able to meet its obligations to the monitoring and assessment studies that support the various international agreements in Table 1 instruments as an early warning system for the buildup of particles that come from longrange transport to Canada. In mid-October 2011, because of the Environment Canada budget cuts, the CORALNet Web site (http:// www .coralnet .ca/) read "site discontinued;" now it is gone, and the lidar data are no longer being taken. (IADN) . IADN has monitored trends in persistent chemicals over the Great Lakes since that time. Over several multiyear reviews, IADN has increased the suite of chemicals monitored to include dioxins and pesticides that reach the lake by atmospheric deposition.
Atmospheric Transport of Toxic Chemicals
An EPA Web site (http:// www .epa .gov/ glindicators/ air/ airb .html) shows the trends in gas phase polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), pesticides, and polycyclic hydrocarbons in air and precipitation at the five international master stations of IADN since 1992. More current results by Hites et al. [2008] extend this data series. In each case, the concentrations are decreasing, which is positive news for the health of the lakes. Other currently used chemicals (e.g., atrazine, polybrominated diphenyl ethers, and pentachloronitrobenzene) need continued scrutiny to determine trends in deposition.
Tracking multiyear trends in toxic inputs to the Great Lakes must remain an obligation for Canada and the United States. At this point, because of the Environment Canada budget cuts, it is not clear whether the Canadian contribution to IADN will continue and if these parts of the GLWQA will remain in force.
Cuts Could Endanger International Commitments
Canada has long been a leader in Arctic research. The Arctic Council, which Canada first chaired, was established by the Ottawa Declaration in 1996 to promote international cooperation in Arctic research. We are concerned, in light of the Environment Canada budget cuts, that the international community may no longer be able to rely on the exceptional efforts and past leadership role provided by Canada for Arctic research. With the loss of so many scientists who conduct environmental research in this unique part of the world, it is not clear whether Canada will be able to keep its commitment to such international agreements as those listed in Table 1. 
